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Something Great is Brewittg
For the Keegans, Hand-Crafting Beer
is a Family Affair

hcn 'Ihomas Kccgan,.fr'. '77 founclecl lllickFlouse
Brewcry in Patclrogtre's olclest c<lmruerciaI btrild-
ing in 1995, he unclerstood that hc was honoring

the proucl legacy of this shitrrbuilcling cotnrnttnity on the
(ìreat South llay. He was also can:yirrg forwarcl a prtlucl fanrily

tradition of l.¡t¡siness success rooted in St. John's Law. His

father, the late Thonr¿rs Kccgan, Sr'. '.53, ¿ìtten(led St. .f ohn's

o¡r thc GI Bill ancl then folnrecl ancl lccl wh¿rt is uow thc

Patchoguc lrrw fìrm of l(cegan Ec Kee¡¡arr, Ross & Rostret:

lìoll<lwing in his frthcr's footstcps, T'lronras, .[r. crtrollecl in

thc l.rrw School's cvenittg prollr:rln, workirtg fot' iusurattce

cornpirnics by day, Aftcr gracluatiorr he joinecl his father's

firnr, wlrere he is ir partncr tocL'ry. This St. .folrn's [,nw fanrily

grcw when "l-horrrits, Jr,'s sister; Mattrectt Keegar.r '85,
attcnclecl tl.rc L:rw School. Shc is trow a partl.¡er at Basch

E{ I(cegrrn iu Lllstcr Count¡ focusirrg on person:rl injury
r'n¿ìtters. t.ike hcr br:othcr; Maurecu was also drawn to the

br¡siness of lrrewing beer. rVith hcr nephew, Thonlas III,
she launchecl Kcegan Alcs in sccnic l(itrgston, N.Y. irr 2003'

'fhonrzts,.f r, ancl Maureett arc rlot irtvolvecl in the clay-to-day

olrcration of their bt'ewerics. Stiil thcy âre very nrr.rch hancls-

or1 owrlers who rcgular:ly clraw on tl'reil: lawyering skills to
rravigatc [rusiness clealings in ¡:eal cstatc, zotting, artcl liqLror

licensure. Ileer rccipes, [rr:ancl iclentit¡ rrncl tradernarks also

neccl global protection. .f ust reccntl¡ tlrcy resolvecl a lorrg-

timc clisputc <lver thc aw:trcl-winniug Hurricrrne Kitty IPA,

nanrecl aftcr thcir mothe6 Katherirre Kccgatr, ancl br:ewccl at

lxrth llrickHousc ancl Kecgan Ales.

All thc hartl work an<[ clcdicatiotr lr¿rvc paicl off with thc

succcss of thc l(ccgan fanrily brcwclics, Atrrong many awnrcls

irncl lcco¡¡uirions, I(ecgirtr Ales was rramcd llest llrewery in
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the Ht¡clson Valley (2009), llest llrcwery in New Y<rrk Statc

(2009), ¿rnd Bcst Cr¿rft-lJrewed llecr in New York St¿rtc

(2009). Ë,arly in 201.0,The Netu York Times tleclarccl its
Motl'rer's Milk <¡ne of thc top 10 stouts irt North Alnerica.

Evcn with their busy lives as lawyo:s ancl entrcprettettrs,

Tlrc>rnas,.fr'. and Maul:een nraintain strong tics co alnta nutcr.
Thomas,.f r'. tcanrs in the llrickl-lousc llrewcry venttrr:c witlr
relatives and fricrrcls, irrcluding Law School altrntu¿r l)ebra
A. llyrnes'82. He ¿rncl Maureetr also hcartily erulrlace thc

Vincentiau commiturcnt to "doing wcll by doing goocl."

T'hey hire, lnerìto6 anc{ financially su¡rport St.john's [.aw
students, arrd host ¿rluttrui l.letworl(i11f4 evcrlts at thcir l.rrew-

eries. They also spotrsorcd tlre Law School's stttclctrt-rttlt

Fall Fest this year.

Something great is definitcly brewirt¡¡.

L-R: Vice Dean Emer¡tus Andrew J. Simons, 5BA President Josht¡a D. Williams,

Dean Michael A. Simons, and Development Officer Matthew M. Sobotta enjoy

refreshments donated by Keegan Ales at 201 3 Fall Fest
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